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State Rep. Rene Oliveira says 
UTB/TSC offi cials have been 
“in intense negotiations” with 
University of Texas System offi cials 
in an effort to push a request that 
would compensate Texas Southmost College $17 
million for owed lease payments.
Currently, the UT System leases TSC buildings 
as part of the UTB/TSC partnership agreement.
 The UT System receives appropriations from the 
state to pay for the leasing of TSC buildings. 
David Oliveira, chairman of the TSC board of 
trustees, said the Legislative Budget Board has not 
“kept pace” with the cost of the lease and attributed 
that, in part, to the construction of additional 
buildings.
“We’ve added so many new buildings that 
they’ve gotten behind and we’ve 
made them aware of that,” Oliveira 
told The Collegian in a telephone 
interview Thursday. “It’s not 
the UT System’s obligation to 
make this payment, it’s the state 
of Texas’, they are the ones that 
have the obligation to pay us this 
lease payment and so the state of Texas has fallen 
behind.”
Oliveira said UT System offi cials have agreed to 
make the request a top priority.
“The University of Texas System is obviously a 
very powerful force in the Texas Legislature and 
Chancellor [Francisco G.] Cigarroa has agreed to 
use his best efforts and his staff as well to try and 
get this passed,” he said. “We negotiated basically 
with the University of Texas System to back us in 
The Student Government Association election 
starts today but the drama started weeks ago.
The senate passed a resolution during its April 9 
meeting that would nullify the special election on a 
constitutional amendment and would void applica-
tions for candidacy from Scorpion Ambassadors and 
Leadership and Mentorship Program personnel.
However, the SGA’s advisers and the Student Su-
preme Court rejected the resolution on April 11.
SGA President Erasmo Castro said the resolution 
was passed because a confl ict of interest arises when 
Scorpion Ambassadors or LAMP personnel want to 
run for the president and vice president of administra-
tion positions.
“They work directly for our advisers,” Castro said. 
“You cannot work for an individual and then be ex-
pected to be the voice of the students at the same time. 
It is working directly for the administration.”
In the same resolution, the SGA established its 
own campaign rules, but the Supreme Court ruled: 
“It seems apparent that the campaigning rules are 
submitted to the candidates by the advisers conduct-
ing the meeting. It is the court’s 6-0 opinion that the 
SGA may not publish their own rules and regulations 
where campaigning and elections are concerned.”   
Those who would have been affected by the sen-
ate’s resolution were Ruby De La Fuente, who is a 
candidate for SGA president, and Jorge Muñoz, who 
is seeking the post of vice president of administra-
tion.
Both applicants are Scorpion Ambassadors.
In his Presidential Report, which was attached to 
the resolution, Castro states that “the relationship, 
friendship and bond that exists between Scorpion 
Ambassadors and/or LAMP personnel and adminis-
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Accusations fl y in SGA election
Supreme Court rejects bids to remove SGA candidates
TSC seeks $17M in lease payments
By Julianna Sosa
Staff Writer THIRD IN A SERIES: AIMING FOR 
PUF[ [
Freshman management major Omar Torres leaps over a practice stool Tuesday during 
the Tae Kwon Do class and club meeting in the Campus Recreation Fitness Center. 
Staying fi t, Tae Kwon Do style
REBEKAH S. GOMEZ/COLLEGIAN 
1951, when Amalia Gavito 
of Brownsville was crowned 
queen, according to Student Life 
records.
The first king, Gilberto Galvan 
of San Benito, was crowned in 
1973.
“It’s just such a long-standing 
tradition here on campus that it’s 
something we work very hard to 
continue,” Mariscal said.
The tradition of the ball will 
continue next year. Blankenship 
and Olivo are looking forward to 
crowning next year’s king and 
queen.
“I like how everyone’s coming 
together as a campus and all the 
students,” Blankenship said. “I 
will definitely be coming back 
next year because I’ll get to 
crown the next queen.”
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Angie Blankenship and Chris Olivo 
are shown shortly after being crowned 
2009 Bougainvillea queen and king 
on April 4 in the Student Union’s 
Gran Salon. Blankenship ran as a 
representative of Sigma Psi Delta and 
Olivo represented the Texas State 
Teacher Association.
Students dressed their best 
and enjoyed international music 
from Chido at this year’s annual 
Bougainvillea Ball.
Angie Blankenship of Sigma 
Psi Delta and Chris Olivo of the 
Texas State Teacher Association 
were crowned queen and king of 
the ball April 4.
During the presentation of the 
Bougainvillea royal court in the 
Student Union’s Gran Salon, all 
14 candidates anxiously awaited 
the results. Blankenship and 
Olivo jumped with excitement 
upon hearing the results. 
They were crowned by 2008 
Bougainvillea Queen Sigrid 
Andrea Razo.
“I’m so happy I want to cry,” 
Blankenship said. “I wasn’t 
expecting this. I thought I was 
going to be a part of the court, 
but I just didn’t know what.”
Olivo said he and his running 
mate, Patty Apresa, campaigned 
March 30 and 31, which were 
the days voting was open via 
Blackboard. Like Blankenship, 
he was not expecting to be 
crowned that night.
“When Patty went up for 
princess, I didn’t think I won 
anything,” Olivo said. “I’m 
really happy.”
The rest of the Bougainvillea 
royal court consisted of Roxanna 
Rosas, of The Collegian Press 
Club, as princess; Daniel 
Caballero, representing Sigma 
Psi Delta, as prince; Apresa, 
of the Texas State Teacher 
Association, as countess; Hugo 
Rodriguez, of The Collegian 
Press Club, as count; and Belinda 
Carreon and Aron Rodriguez, of 
the Residence Hall Association, 
as duke and duchess.
The theme this year was “A 
Night Under the Stars.” Blue and 
silver stars adorned the tables 
and hung from the ceiling. Fruits, 
crudités, cookies, brownies and 
punch were served for students 
to enjoy.
A dance contest was sponsored 
by Student Life as part of the 
traditional ball for the first time. 
The winning couple split a prize 
of $250.
Sophomore communication 
major Rebekah Gomez and 
freshman communication major 
Jose Luis Padilla defeated four 
other couples, dancing to a 
variety of music genres provided 
by Chido. After every round, a 
couple was eliminated.
Student Life Director David 
Mariscal said the dance contest 
was a way of getting more 
students to attend the ball and 
arrive earlier. It was held from 
7 to 8 p.m. However, Mariscal 
said the turnout was not as they 
hoped it would be. About 200 
people attended.
“It worked to a little extent,” 
Mariscal said. “We didn’t get the 
turnout we’d like.”
Chido was a hit. Several 
students said the music was their 
favorite part of the night.
“The band’s great,” said 
Roxanne Cavazos, a freshman 
early childhood education major. 
“The band has been my favorite 
part.”
The tradition of the 
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The Collegian staff has brought 
home 21 awards from the 100th annual 
Texas Intercollegiate Press Association 
Convention.
In live, on-site contests conducted during 
the association’s convention April 9-11 in 
Dallas, Spanish Editor Graciela Salazar 
and staff writer David Boon placed fi rst 
in Spanish News Writing and Radio News 
Writing, respectively.
Advertising Manager Roxanna Rosas 
placed second in Television Commercial. 
Rosas also received an honorable mention 
in Editorial Writing.
Staff writer Julianna Sosa earned third 
place in Public Relations Release Writing.
Receiving honorable mention were 
Online Editor David Guerra, for Radio 
Commercial; staff writer Cynthia 
Hernandez, Television Sports Writing; and 
advertising sales representative Valeria 
Sosa, Yearbook Design.
In contests for work published during 
2008, The Collegian competed in Division 
2, which consists of newspapers that 
publish at least once a week and whose 
enrollment is in the top half of entries. 
The Collegian placed second in the 
Overall Excellence category. The judge 
commented: “The Collegian does a terrifi c 
job of helping the university students fi t 
into their community with a strong mix of 
community- and campus-related stories. 
The staff also ensured students were kept 
abreast of state and national news and how 
they fi t into the bigger picture. The Spanish-
language page and inclusion in the mug 
rails showed a remarkable understanding 
of their audience. I wouldn’t be surprised 
to learn The Collegian is picked up 
throughout the community and not just on 
campus.”
The paper’s staff also received an 
honorable mention in Special Edition/
Section for its “Scorpions are back” issue.
Former Collegian cartoonist Enrique 
Rivera placed second in Editorial Cartoon 
for his work titled “SGA.” 
Salazar, former Collegian Editor Isis 
Lopez and former staff writer Kevin 
Osmers together placed third in In-Depth 
Reporting for their article on the border 
fence headlined “Coalition growing against 
the wall.”
Lopez also placed third in Single Subject 
Presentation and received an honorable 
mention in Feature Page Design.
Salazar also placed third in Spanish 
Feature Story for an article headlined 
“Documental relata el fenómeno del Niño 
Fidencio” and received an honorable 
mention in Spanish News Story for her 
article on the Hands Across the Bridge 
ceremony headlined “Fortalecen lazos de 
amistad.” Together with advertising sales 
representative Jose Luis Padilla, she also 
received an honorable mention in Picture 
Story for a group of photos on the “Tango 
& Fire” event in Matamoros.
“The Collegian News” Webcast was 
also recognized, placing third in Overall 
Newscast and receiving an honorable 
mention in Television Production for its 
2008 Charro Days-themed Webcast.
Photographer Elizabeth A. Perez placed 
third in Feature Photo for her work 
headlined “All eyes on ‘Iron Man.’”
Sports Editor Hugo E. Rodriguez 
received an honorable mention in Sports 
News Story for “Scorpions fry Bacone in 
last home games.”
A record 600 students representing 52 
colleges and universities participated in 
this year’s convention, held at the Dallas 
Sheraton hotel.
In addition to the competition, the 
convention provided participants with 
various journalism workshops and a job 
fair. Durings its Hall of Fame Luncheon 
on April 10, the organization inducted 
Emmy award-winning “60 Minutes” 
correspondent Scott Pelley, a graduate 
of Texas Tech University; Pulitzer Prize-
winning investigative reporter Dan Malone, 
a graduate of the University of Texas at 
Austin who now teaches at Tarleton State 
University; and retired veteran sports 
broadcaster and University of North Texas 
professor Bill Mercer, who graduated from 
Denver University and the University of 
North Texas.  
TIPA is the oldest collegiate press 
association in the nation.
Collegian nets record 21 awards at state journalism competition
Graciela Salazar David Boon Roxanna Rosas Julianna Sosa
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The last President’s Corner said that “elec-
tions will adhere to the constitution.” I find 
this ironic because there had been a resolution 
that some SGA senators had attempted to pass 
in order to change the election rules. 
The proposed election rules were going to 
essentially ban all Leadership and Mentorship 
Program mentors and all Scorpion Ambassa-
dors from being able to run for office.
If this resolution is not making sense [to 
you], you are not alone. These are the kinds of 
actions that do not benefit the students; there 
is no possible viewpoint to take where a reso-
lution such as that would benefit the students, 
unless you have a distorted version of reality. 
Also last week, [SGA President] Erasmo 
Castro took it upon himself to start criticiz-
ing the personal lives of his opponents in this 
So a p b o xtudent
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“I actually don’t 
think it’s a good 
idea because most 
people who are in 
college are pretty 
young, and if they 
have a weapon on 
campus it can bring 
up a lot of problems a n d 
safety issues. I don’t think that this 
campus is ready for that yet.” 
Stephanie Serna
Freshman psychology major
“As a girl who has 
been attacked dur-
ing night classes 
a few times al-
ready, I am com-
pletely on board 
with it. If you 
have a permit, you 
should be able to carry 




“I guess the entire 
idea itself is re-
ally 50/50, but in 
my point of view 
I guess it’s just 
more beneficial 
if there’s no actual 
weapons on campus 
at all.”
Ben Blanchard
Freshman criminal justice major
“I think it’s unsafe 
because a lot of 
people will take 
advantage of this 
in the wrong way. 
Having a gun with 
you I don’t think 
is very safe. Only 
designated people such 
as police officers and agents are sup-
posed to keep a concealed weapon.”
Alfredo Cedillo
Sophomore biology major
--Compiled by Valeria A. Sosa







As we all 
know, this 
s e m e s t e r 
has been 





semester that no other Student 
Government Association has 
ever tackled or dreamed possible. 
We dared not only to dream, but 
to make these dreams a reality. 
The greatest accomplishment of 
this SGA was placing the line in 
the sand--the line that divides 
the manipulation and influence 
of administration on what was, 
on paper, a free-thinking and 
expressing SGA, yet very far 
from it. 
Last Wednesday, I was part 
of a Student Affairs Partnership 
Committee meeting. Topics 
were discussed that concerned 
me greatly, and confirmed why 
the administration does not want 
a free-thinking, self-expressing 
SGA.
--It was the intention of 
said committee, by request of 
Student Affairs, to present to 
the Texas Southmost College 
board of trustees proposals to 
raise the rates of the students’ 
living facilities by 10 percent. 
I questioned whether said 
committee had done a walk-
through or even seen the living 
conditions of students at The 
Village at Fort Brown. They 
had not, although it had already 
been requested months ago by a 
fellow member of the committee. 
Other members questioned 
why the swimming pool had 
not been fixed for the students 
when the reported cost of fixing 
it would run around $2,000. The 
proposal was held back until 
the walk-through could be done 
when students leave after this 
semester. 
--At the meeting, a reference 
was made concerning the 
Athletics Department using 
our REK Center for soccer 
games. I firmly declared that 
any Athletics Department 
intervention would go against 
an agreement--which the 
administration conveniently calls 
“recommendations”--signed 
by administration and students 
which stipulates that “organized 
athletic functions cannot be held 
in this facility.” I made clear 
that it is a contractual agreement 
signed not only by students, 
but also by administration. 
Student Affairs signed this 
agreement, and now wants to 
call it “recommendations”--how 
convenient for Student Affairs.
Committee members, two 
of whom are TSC trustees, did 
not know about the agreement. 
They were so surprised that I 
was asked to go before the board 
of trustees and present these 
concerns on April 23. Why was 
this agreement so secretive? 
Why, when I asked Student 
Affairs for a copy of it, was I 
directed to The Collegian instead 
of immediately granting me a 
copy, which is in their files? You 
make the call. 
On April 23, I will go before 
the board of trustees and present 
the concerns of the students 
and request of the board relief 
as such has not been granted 
by the administration. I hereby 
request that on April 23 the 
Senate, student organizations 
and individual students stand 
with me before the board and 
voice our concerns in reference 
to these issues and support our 
request to have a non-voting seat 
on the board to keep students 
abreast of the issues that matter 
to the students. 
J.E. Castro Dragustinovis
SGA President
P r e s i d e n t ’ s  C o r n e r
Letters to the Editor Policy
Letters must include the name, 
classification and phone number of the 
author or the letter cannot be published. 
Opinions expressed in The Collegian are 
those of writers and do not necessarily 
reflect the views of The Collegian or 
UTB/TSC administrators. The editor 
reserves the right to edit the letters. 
Letters for The Collegian can be sent to 
collegian@utb.edu.• See ‘Letters,’ page 9
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The work of two UTB/TSC 
physics students has been recog-
nized at a national conference.
Sergio Cantu, a sophomore 
mathematics and physics major, 
placed fi rst out of about 70 in the 
undergraduate presentation com-
petition at the Physics Diversity 
Summit and Joint Annual Con-
ference of the National Society 
of Black Physicists and National 
Society of Hispanic Physicists 
held Feb. 11-15 in Nashville, 
Tenn. Cantu presented his and 
junior mathematics and physics 
major Razib Obaid’s work with 
optics, netting a personal award 
of $400.
“It was really fantastic,” Obaid 
said about the conference. “There 
was lots of other great research 
work that had been done by fel-
low undergraduate students.”
Starting last summer, Cantu and 
Obaid worked with and designed 
optical and laser equipment at the 
Laser and Interferometer Gravi-
tational-Wave Observatory, or 
LIGO, near Richland, Wash. 
“Overall, it went rather nicely, 
went smoothly, and the impres-
sion we left was positive,” said 
Malik Rakhmanov, the assistant 
professor in the Physics and 
Astronomy Department who ac-
companied the students. “So, 
because of that experience, we 
were offered to continue this at a 
slightly larger scale.”
At $365 million, the observa-
tory is part of the most expen-
sive project the National Science 
Foundation has ever funded. The 
project aims to prove the exis-
tence of gravitational waves, 
which are ripples in the space-
time continuum caused by the 
gravity fi elds of distant stars col-
liding.
The observatory is L-shaped, 
with perpendicular “arms” ex-
tending from the main building. 
The experiment focuses a laser 
beam, which is then refl ected 
off two mirrors at the end of the 
arms.
“The way that wave formulas 
work is that if the distance is ex-
actly the same from both arms, 
they cancel each other out,” Can-
tu said. “That’s the idea. You get 
‘zero-signal’ from your receivers. 
If a gravitational wave comes by, 
it changes the length of this ex-
periment, you get a signal, which 
ideally you can measure, and say, 
‘You know what? It was a ripple 
in space and time that caused 
the distance between these two 
points to change.’”
The students worked on im-
proving the part of the device that 
focuses the beam, which is called 
a pre-mode cleaner, or PMC.
“This laser beam has to meet 
very specifi c standards, a specifi c 
wavelength,” Cantu said. “What 
we worked with is to fi lter out the 
modes in this laser, because when 
it comes out of the source, it has 
all these really weird modes that 
you don’t really want.”
When LIGO changed from us-
ing a 10-watt power source to us-
ing a 35-watt power source last 
year, the previous PMCs were 
rendered ineffi cient. Cantu ex-
plained the change, using the 
proverbial example of a child us-
ing a magnifying glass to antago-
nize an ant colony.
“You have all this light hitting 
your ‘magnifying glass,’ and you 
focus that onto a point,” he said. 
“If you make the area [of the 
point] smaller, you get more heat, 
you can burn things. But you can 
also burn things if you increase 
the power going into your mag-
nifying glass. That’s what’s hap-
pening here. That happened at 
LIGO--all optical [equipment] 
on the table heated up.”
The PMC that the students 
built outstripped the others it was 
tested against by far. One of the 
other three PMCs tested had low-
losses of 26 parts per million, and 
had immeasurable high-losses. 
In fact, the students’ PMC even 
outdid the design that was used 
as a building reference.
“The losses for [our] cavity 
were around 6 parts per million,” 
Cantu said. “For every million 
photons that go in, six get ab-
sorbed into the cavity.”
Obaid said the PMC’s results 
set it apart from other research 
projects at the conference.
“We achieved something that 
at this moment was industry 
standard,” he said. “It was really 
something.”
Cantu said he was enthusiastic, 
not nervous, about presenting at 
the conference.
“I  never saw  it  as  a competi-
tion,” he said. “Sometimes I get 
a little too enthusiastic when I’m 
talking about things I like, and I 
guess [the judges] got that from 
me.”
Along with the competition, 
the conference offered many dif-
ferent real-world examples to 
different concepts in physics.
“They tried to show the phys-
ics work, but in a specifi cally 
interesting [way],” said Liliana 
Ruiz-Díaz, a freshman physics 
major who attended the confer-
ence. “There was a jazz night, so 
they showed you how the music 
is related to physics, the acous-
tics.”
Cantu said this success is the 
beginning step to building a 
strong optics program on cam-
pus. 
“We want to make it so that 
UTB is known for their PMCs,” 
he said. “That was the fi rst step to 
making an optics lab, is to at least 
have the experience of working 
in a lab.”
The optics and laser program 
he refers to is under construc-
tion, funded by a $100,000 grant 
received last fall from the Na-
tional Science Foundation. In ad-
dition, Rakhmanov also recently 
received an additional $575,000 
grant from the U.S. Air Force.
“The funding is for the devel-
opment for adaptive optics, in 
particular for the design and fab-
rication of a mirror with variable 
[refl ectivity],” Rakhmanov said. 
“The other part would be for im-
proving the sensitivity or improv-
ing the resolution of atomic force 
microscopes, or AFM. It also has 
pretty sophisticated optical parts, 
and that’s where we’re going to 
be focusing.”
Atomic force microscopes, 
Cantu explained, are used in the 
fi eld of biophysics. They operate 
on a different wavelength than 
normal light and are used to see 
very small objects.
Obaid explained that mirrors 
with variable refl ectivity refl ect 
light differently, depending on 
the wavelength. 
The optics lab, located in SET-
B 1.460, has been under construc-
tion since the fall. It is expected 
to open by the summer.
“At best, we think [in] a month 
or two, we will have the renova-
tion complete and we will move 
into furnishing it,” Rakhmanov 
said. “Part of the equipment is 
already there. We’ve got both 
optical tables. … We have some 
other equipment here in the box-
es, waiting for installation.”
So far, there are four students 
involved in the program.
This summer, Rakhmanov and 
two students, most likely Cantu 
and Obaid, will return to the 
LIGO in Washington. 
“In practice, it would be be-
tween eight and 10 weeks,” Ra-
khmanov said. “The plan for now 
would be to send one student to 
do optics research, to do research 
with lasers and optical resona-
tors--this is my main focus--and 
the second student will have 
learning and practice in electron-
ics.”
Obaid said it’s a great oppor-
tunity.
“There, [we] will be working 
with some of the great experi-
mentalists who are recognized 
for their research in the optics 
and the laser technologies,” he 
said. “We will be working side-
by-side with other great students 
from different institutions like 
Cal-Tech and MIT, so I’m look-




Physics students recognized at national conference
Sophomore physics major Sergio Cantu 
(right) placed fi rst in the undergraduate 
competition at the Physics Diversity 
Summit and Joint Annual Conference 
of the National Society of Black 
Physicists and National Society of 
Hispanic Physicists held in Nashville, 
Tenn. Presenting the award is Anthony 
Johnson, director of the Center for 
Advanced Studies in Photonics Research 
at the University of Maryland. 
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The Senior Exhibition opens 
with a reception at 6:30 tonight in 
the Rusteberg Art Gallery and runs 
through May 1. Admission is $1. 
Gallery hours are 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
and 5 to 7 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 10 a.m. to noon 
Friday. For more information, 
call 882-7097 or send an e-mail to 
gallery@utb.edu.
Patron of the Arts
UTB/TSC’s String Orchestra, 
String Ensembles and Chamber 
Ensemble will perform at 8 
tonight in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall. Admission is $3. For more 
information, call 882-7025. 
UTB/TSC’s University & 
Music Academy Piano Student 
Showcase will take place at 8 
p.m. Friday in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall. Admission is $10 for non-
member adults, $7 for senior 
citizens and $3 for UTB/TSC 
students with valid ID. For more 
information, call 882-7025.
Border Wall symposium
A Symposium on the Border 
Wall will take place at 4:30 
p.m. Tuesday in the Gorgas 
Hall boardroom. UTB/TSC’s 
Communication Program is 
host of the event, which is part of 
the Difficult Dialogues Initiative 
funded by the Ford Foundation. 
For more information, call Liza 
Dimas at 543-7734.
Free transportation
The Student Government 
Association will transport students 
to the UTB/TSC vs. UTPA game 
in Edinburg. There are 49 seats 
available for transportation. For 
more information, call 572-7968. 
Donate blood
United Blood Services will 
conduct a blood drive from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday 
on the second floor of Cardenas 
Hall South. Those who donate 
will receive a free cholesterol test 
and a mini-physical.
Student Success workshop
A combination workshop 
titled “Time Management/
Test Anxiety/Study Skills” 
is scheduled from 6 to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday in Cardenas Hall North 
104. The workshop is sponsored 
by the Student Success Center. 
For more information, call 882-
8292.
A combination workshop titled 
“Test Anxiety/Study Skills” 
is scheduled from 1 to 2 p.m. 
Thursday in Cardenas Hall North 
104. The workshop is sponsored 
by the Student Success Center. 




graduating this spring semester 
or summer session can attend 
a workshop about Optional 
Practicum Training from 3 
to 4 p.m. Friday in the Student 
Union’s Salon Jacaranda. For 
more information, call Aragelia 
Salazar at 882-7983 or send an e-
mail to aragelia.salazar@utb.edu. 
Bowling tournament
The STEMS Mentor Club 
will host a Bowling Tournament 
at 7 p.m. Saturday in the Galaxy 
Bowling Center. Cost per team is 
$100 ($25 per team member) and 
includes three games, shoe rental, 
Texas Nachos and soft drinks for 
four team members. For more 
information, call 882-5058 or 
459-8835 or send an e-mail to 
stemsmentors@hotmail.com.
Grappling tournament
The Scorpion Mixed Martial 
Arts Club will host a College 
Grappling Tournament at 10 
a.m. Saturday in the Manuel B. 
Garza Gym. Admission is $6 ($5 
pre-sale), free for children under 
the age of 13. The competitor 
fee is $12 (pre-registration fee is 
$10). For more information, call 
Joel Alaffa at 639-1739 or send 
an e-mail to joel.alaffa2@gmail.
com or visit www.mma.utb.edu.
Soccer tryouts
UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer 
Head Coach Nik Barjaktarevic 
will conduct soccer tryout 
evaluations from 9 a.m. to noon 
Saturday in the Brownsville 
Sports Park, located at on the 
East side of the Merryman 
Road exit on Expressway 77/83. 
The registration fee is $25 and 
checks must be payable to UTB/
TSC. For more information, call 
Barjaktarevic at 882-7385 or 
525-2509, or send an e-mail to 
nikola.barjaktarevic@utb.edu.
Veterans and military summit
U.S. Rep. Solomon P. Ortiz 
will host the 2009 Veterans and 
Military Summit from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Saturday in the International 
Technology, Education and 
Commerce Center. Veterans, 
active military duty members 
and their families are invited to 
participate. Representatives from 
the U.S. Department of Veteran 
Affairs and the State of Texas will 
answer questions about related 
issues. For more information, call 
the office of U.S. Rep. Solomon P. 
Ortiz at 541-1242.
United to serve
UTB/TSC’s Center for Civic 
Engagement Scholars and the 
University of Texas System 
will observe National Volunteer 
Week and Arbor Day with the 
Trees of Social Change event, 
scheduled from 7:30 a.m. to noon 
Saturday at the French River 
Subdivision by Oliveira Park. 
Breakfast will be provided to all 
volunteers at 1301 E. Madison St. 
For more information, call Estela 
Martinez or Mayra Cardenas at 
882-4303.
LSAT mock tests
The Philonomos Society will 
conduct LSAT Mock Prep Tests 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Saturday in Cardenas Hall South 
117. For more information, call 
Joe Cantu at 466-1139.
March for Babies Walk
The March of Dimes will 
sponsor a March for Babies 
Walk at 8 a.m. Saturday in Dean 
Porter Park, located at 501 E. 
Ringgold St. Registration is at 7 
a.m. For more information, call 
Norma Vera at 882-6701 or send 
an e-mail to norma.vera@utb.
edu.
Pre-law academy
The 2009 Filemon B. Vela 
Pre-Law Academy is accepting 
applications for the Summer I 
program. The deadline to submit 
an application is May 1. For more 
information or an application, visit 
http://blue.utb.edu/vpaa/prelaw.
htm or call Monica Garcia at 
882-6551 or send an e-mail to 
monica.garcia@utb.edu. 
PC diagnostics
UTB/TSC’s Association for 
Computing Machinery club 
diagnoses computers, removes 
viruses and maintains laptops 
from 12 to 2 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays in the Endowment 
Courtyard. Fliers with steps on 
how to get rid of a virus are handed 
out. For more information, send an 
e-mail to acm.utb@gmail.com.
Spanish Courses
Effective this fall semester, 
some Spanish courses will be 
under new course numbers. SPAN 
1373 will become SPAN 2313; 
SPAN 1374 will become SPAN 
2315; and SPAN 1313 will be 




The Gorgas Science Society, 
the “Club of Science and 
Adventure,” meets at 2 p.m. each 
Friday in Life and Health Sciences 
3.214.  New members are always 
welcome. For more information, 
send an e-mail to gorgas.sci.soc@
gmail.com. 
Circle K meetings
Circle K International, a 
community service organization, 
meets from 3 to 4 p.m. the first and 
third Wednesday of each month in 
Education and Business Complex 
2.112. For more information, 
send an e-mail to Louis Dartez at 
louis00@gmail.com.
Civic Engagement Scholars
The Civic Engagement 
Scholars, a service learning club, 
meet at 11 a.m. every Friday at 
UTB/TSC’s Center for Civic 
Engagement, located at 1301 E. 
Madison St. Students interested 
in serving the community through 
various projects are welcome 
to join. For more information, 
call 882-4303, visit www.
civicengagement.com or send 
an e-mail to information@
civicengagement.com.
Clinic hours
The business hours for the 
Student Health Services clinic, 
located in Cortez Hall 206, 
are 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays and 
8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. The last patient 
of the day is seen 30 minutes 
before closing time. For more 
information, call 882-3896 or 
visit the clinic. 
Immunizations
Student Health Services has 
$5 immunizations for hepatitis 
A, hepatitis B, HPV (human 
papilloma virus), polio, meningitis, 
measles, mumps, rubella, tetanus, 
influenza and varicella (chicken 
pox). Prices apply to students 18 
years or younger at time of visit. 
For more information, call 882-
3896. 
Continuing Education
The Workforce Education 
Department is taking registrations 
for the following courses: real 
estate classes, computer courses 
and summer programs for children 
ages 5 to 14. The schedules for 
the classes are on the UTB/TSC 
main page (www.utb.edu) under 
the Continuing Education tab. For 
more information, call 882-4192.
Microsoft Office workshop
UTB/TSC offers a free 
Microsoft Office Workshop 
on Excel, Access, Outlook, 
Word, FrontPage, Publisher and 
PowerPoint to students, staff and 
faculty by appointment in Arnulfo 
L. Oliveira Memorial Library 
room 235. To register, visit http://
blue.utb.edu/usslabs/. 
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your 
organization or department news 
published in the Collegian’s 
Briefs section, call Paola Ibarra 
at 882-5143 or send her an e-mail 
at collegian@utb.edu.
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istration, especially the SGA ad-
viser in question, is not transpar-
ent, is a confl ict of interest, and is 
none benefi cial to the best inter-
ests of the students at the Univer-
sity of Texas at Brownsville and 
Texas Southmost College.” 
He also claims that “it was dis-
cussed that ‘mentorees’ that re-
port to LAMP personnel, who are 
employees that work for advisers, 
were being encouraged by their 
mentors to vote NO on the special 
election to amend the SGA con-
stitution.”  
The amendment sought to re-
move the requirement of serving 
a complete semester as a voting 
member in the SGA to be eligible 
to run for president and vice pres-
ident. The referendum on the con-
stitutional amendment was held 
March 30, 31 and April 1.
Sergio Martinez, who is one of 
the senate’s advisers and the coor-
dinator of LAMP, said he has only 
done his best to advise the senate 
on how an organization should 
be run and does not understand 
Castro’s claims.
“I’ve never done any of that 
stuff,” Martinez said. “I work 
with [De La Fuente and Muñoz] 
in the ambassador role, as an ad-
viser, but it’s not something that 
I’m going to take advantage of 
and say, ‘Well, I want you to do 
this.’ That is not my role, I don’t 
do those things, that’s not my in-
terest, I have no interest in that. I 
want students to run against each 
other, I want there to be a debate 
but, whether it’s Mr. Castro, Ms. 
De La Fuente or Diego Garcia, 
the students decide who they want 
to be [pick]. I have no interest in 
who wins or who loses.” 
He also said he has never inter-
fered in the elections process.
“If [Castro] believes that I am 
doing something wrong or that he 
doesn’t agree with it, then that’s 
fi ne and I respect that opinion, 
but it’s an opinion,” Martinez 
said. “I have never ordered my 
staff to campaign for or against 
an election at all, especially this 
one. I really don’t know why he 
thinks that, but, if that’s what he 
believes, then that’s fi ne.” 
Asked if he is still an adviser 
to the SGA, Martinez replied that 
he is but is no longer a member 
of the elections committee, on 
which he has served for the last 
fi ve years.
But, Associate Vice President 
for Student Development Vince 
Solis told The Collegian in a 
phone interview Thursday night 
that Martinez is no longer an SGA 
adviser. 
This year the elections commit-
tee is formed by Solis, Judicial 
Affairs Coordinator David Mar-
quez and students Ness Molina, 
Rosa Rosales and Jeremy Pikes.
Solis, who is also an SGA ad-
viser, said there is no confl ict of 
interest, saying he has not had 
much contact with De la Fuente 
this academic year.
“I know that she was part of 
student government for a little 
bit at the beginning of the year, 
for a little bit, but an individual 
meeting, not one,” he said. “So, 
I’m not sure where that has come 
from. With Jorge Muñoz, I have 
had three individual meetings 
and all have been about student 
issues, working with student gov-
ernment.” 
De La Fuente said she is of-
fended by Castro’s claims and has 
not been manipulated by any of 
the advisers.
“I’m a student, I’m 24 years 
old. No one tells me what to do,” 
she said. “I can make my own 
decisions, my own mind and if at 
any moment I felt that there was 
impropriety or something unethi-
cal, I would stop it. I am very of-
fended that [Castro] would sug-
gest that I am unethical and im-
moral because I participate under 
a program.” 
De La Fuente said that neither 
she nor Muñoz were present at the 
meeting when the resolution was 
passed or notifi ed in advance.
“I have been in SGA since the 
year 2006,” she said. “I’ve never 
been so disappointed in a person 
and how they follow their agenda 
because I don’t know what he 
is trying to do but, no, I was not 
told, I was not advised,” De La 
Fuente said.
Muñoz said he is also offended 
that Castro thinks his ‘no” vote 
for a resolution to amend the con-
stitution in the March 26 meeting 
was self-serving.
“His opinion is that my “no’ 
vote to the amendment to the con-
stitution--which I was the only 
‘no’ vote, was a self-serving act,” 
he said. “Yet, when it was put to 
a vote to the students, the students 
said ‘no,’ too. So are all of those 
students self-serving themselves? 
And if voting for something that 
the students want is self-serving, 
then sure, I am guilty,” he said.
Asked why there is so much 
friction between the advisers and 
the senate, Solis replied that he 
believes it stems from the advis-
ers’ decision to let De La Fuente 
and Muñoz run for offi ce.
“It’s only fair to the students 
that we don’t take action unless 
we have documentation, proof 
and evidence so that we are com-
fortable in the decisions, so that 
we say ‘we made this decision, 
but here are the factors that led us 
to this decision,” he said. “In this 
case, we don’t have any of those 
factors; we just have somebody 
saying people are being unethi-
cal, but those charges are being 
leveled against two students.” 
College of Liberal Arts Senator 
David Polin and one of the co-
sponsors of the ethics resolution 
said the SGA is not being exclu-
sive in wanting to prevent De La 
Fuente and Muñoz from running 
for president and vice president.
“We are not excluding them 
from participating in student gov-
ernment as a whole,” Polin said. 
“They can take up any seat in the 
senate that they like and we have 
plenty of vacancies and we en-
courage ambassadors and LAMP 
personnel to participate in the 
student government. We just feel 
that the confl ict of interest is so 
evident that those two positions 
that are pretty much the direc-
tion of student government goes 
forward with, they should be ex-
cluded from running.” 
De La Fuente believes the 
resolution trying to block her ap-
plication for candidacy was a per-
sonal attack from Castro when he 
mentioned her relationship with 
Enrique de la Garza in his presi-
dential report. De la Garza is a 
member of the Student Supreme 
Court. 
Castro said he was told by ad-
visers that he could not run for re-
election based on their interpre-
tation of the constitution. So, he 
requested an interpretation of the 
constitution on March 18 from 
the Supreme Court. 
The Student Supreme Court 
ruled 4-1 that he qualifi es to seek 
re-election.
“Let it be hereby known that the 
only individual who voted against 
was Enrique de la Garza, who is 
Ruby De La Fuente’s boyfriend,” 
Castro states in his report. 
De La Fuente says she is em-
barrassed and angry by the com-
ments Castro has made. 
“I have fi led my grievance to 
the dean of students and, hopeful-
ly, it will be resolved,” she said. 
Those also running for vice 
president of administration are 
Jose Arturo Guerra, the current 
vice president of accounting and 
fi nance, and Robert Paredes, the 
current vice president of policy 
and procedure.  
Candidates running unopposed 
for senate seats are John Froozan, 
current Vice President of Public 
Relations Nathaniel Garcia and 
current College of Liberal Arts 
Senators David Polin and Jose 
Luis Buentello. 
The senate has 25 seats avail-
able. 
Voting will take place on 
Blackboard from 8 a.m. today un-
til 11:59 a.m. Wednesday.
Election
Continued from Page 1 
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The Student Affairs Partnership 
Committee will recommend a 
10 percent increase in student 
housing fees to help pay for roof 
repairs and increase security at 
The Village at Fort Brown
 “The recommendation is to 
have a 10 percent increase in the 
fees for the rents and that will 
bring an additional $75,000 we 
talked about previously,” Vince 
Solis, associate vice president 
for Student Development, said 
during the Student Affairs 
Partnership Committee meeting 
last Wednesday. “[The] priority 
here will be the roofs and two 
guards, security being an issue as 
it always is.
“We’ve seen the news where 
you have the shooting situations. 
Many of the previous shootings 
that have happened in other 
institutions have started at 
housing, so we want to make 
sure that our students are covered 
24/7 so we include two guards, 
roof repairs and additional 
surveillance equipment.”
If approved by the Texas 
Southmost College District board 
of trustees, UTB/TSC would 
increase housing fees for single-
occupancy rooms by $232.50 per 
semester. Students would pay 
$2,097.50 per semester, instead 
of the current $1,865.
The housing fee for double 
occupancy would increase by 
$157.50 per semester. Students 
would pay $1,417.50 per 
semester, compared to the current 
$1,260 for double occupancy. 
Currently, the university 
collects $70,350 in rental fees. 
The revenue has been used for 
the following big-ticket repairs:
--$36,000 for a voice-over 
Internet Provider telephone 
10% hike sought in student housing fees
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
system;
--$12,000 for roof repairs in 
Building 1 to take place in mid-
May;
--$5,000 for temporary pool 
repairs to occur as soon as 
possible;
--$1,350 for a new carpet in the 
lobby;
--$16,000 in asbestos 
abatement.
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SGA President Erasmo Castro said he 
will address the Texas Southmost College 
District board of trustees Thursday to 
speak about being “harassed” by UTB/
TSC administrators and other issues.
Castro said administrators’ actions 
were “harassing.” He cited being told that 
students had filed complaints against him, 
but he had not received formal notice of 
those complaints.  
“Their attempt to intimidate and/or 
bully [is] not taken lightly,” he said at the 
SGA meeting last Thursday.
Among Castro’s other concerns are the 
proposed 10 percent increase in housing 
rates for students living at The Village 
at Fort Brown, repairs needed at The 
Village’s swimming pool and the use of 
REK Center for Athletics soccer games.
An articulation agreement on the General 
Understanding of Facility Usage signed 
on April 7, 2006, states that “organized 
athletic functions cannot be held in [the 
REK Center]. This facility is to teach 
classes and to serve the recreational and 
wellness needs of the students.”
The articulation agreement was signed 
by then-SGA President Michael Camarillo, 
Carl Stockton, then-dean of the School of 
Education; Abraham Ponce, then-SGA 
vice president of administration; and 
Vince Solis, associate vice president for 
Student Development.   
Castro ended his address by asking 
the Senate to support him at the board 
meeting.
“It is my request that any harassment, 
intimidation and/or bullying be reserved 
by the administrators ’til after the 23rd 
of April 2009,” he said. “I shall end by 
again declaring my request to this senate 
to stand by my side.” 
In other business, the Senate:
--Passed Resolution 43, which will 
allow the SGA to encumber $900 to rent a 
van for disabled students and a charter bus. 
The vehicles will transport 49 students to 
the UTB/TSC baseball game against the 
University of Texas-Pan American on 
April 22.
During the first 19 minutes of the 
meeting the SGA did not meet quorum. 
Senator Pro Tem Jorge Muñoz arrived 
late, enabling the meeting to continue on 
to new business.
“I just want to apologize for being late,” 
Muñoz said. “There was a family issue, 
but it was taken care of.”
Vice President of Accounting and 
Finance Jose Arturo Guerra gave the 
finance report. The expenses include $550 
for a charter bus and $93.12 for vouchers 
from Sam’s Club for Diversity Week 
purchases. The total amount in the SGA 
account is $7,768.39.
SGA president to speak before trustees
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer 
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•$525 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month agreement
•All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd. www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
UTB/TSC’s Chess Team, fresh off 
a third-place fi nish in the national 
competition, is already setting its sights 
on next fall, when their star player, 
Grand Master Axel Bachmann, returns 
after a professional stint in Germany. 
The national competition was the 
university’s fi rst ever appearance at The 
President’s Cup: Final Four of College 
Chess.
The four best chess teams in 
the country--UTB/TSC, Stanford 
University, the University of Texas at 
Dallas and University of Maryland-
Baltimore County--vied for the title of 
Chess Collegiate Champions during 
the tournament held April 4 and 5 in 
Dallas.
UTB/TSC triumphed over Stanford, 
while the University of Maryland 
captured fi rst place and UT-Dallas, 
second.
Freshman electrical engineering 
major Mauricio Flores, 18, surprised the 
competition with a stellar performance. 
Flores, who played on the fi rst and 
most diffi cult board in the tournament, 
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to show its 
skills and 
for the most 
part was not 
nervous throughout the tournament. 
“Well, I’ve done it a lot of times 
before but never with a team this good, 
so I felt good about our chances,” said 
team captain Daniel Fernandez.
Senior Nadya Ortiz and freshmen 
Bradley Sawyer and Max Cornejo 
agreed with Fernandez, saying that they 
played calmly.
The Scorpions ended the tourney with 
a 1-1-1 record and one point shy of fi rst 
with a total of 6.5 points. The University 
of Maryland edged UT-Dallas in its fi nal 
match, winning two games, losing one 
and tying in the fourth. Maryland edged 
Dallas in the fi nal standings, winning 
two matches and tying one to UTB/
TSC, according to a news release from 
the Offi ce of News and Information.
UTB/TSC qualifi ed for the President’s 
Cup by placing third in the Pan 
American Intercollegiate tournament 
last December. The pressure was on, but 
Head Coach Gilberto Hernandez said 
his team prepared well and was content 
with its results. 
“Well, we received good results, a 
very positive end,” Hernandez said 
in Spanish. “The team played very 
strongly against opponents in a higher 
category and with a higher ranking. … 
We tied with Maryland, the strongest 
team which has three grand masters 
who can play professionally anywhere 
in the world.” 
Bachmann, who played professionally 
this year, is returning to UTB/TSC to 
complete his business degree.
“We’re expecting him back in early 
August,” said Chess Program Director 
Rusty Harwood. “We are really excited. 
Obviously, he is our strongest player.”
Harwood noted that although 
Bachmann has played professionally, 
this does not affect his eligibility in 
collegiate chess.





election; in doing so, he was attempting 
to discredit them in order to allow himself 
greater odds of winning this election. Are 
these the actions of an SGA president?
Cicero, the great Roman orator and 
politician said, “Never go to excess, but let 
moderation be your guide.” Perhaps this is 
advice that the SGA president should take 
to heart.
I am sure that I am not the only one who 
is tired of his rants and tangents spewed 
from his President’s Corner. It is time to 
end his regime and place this university on 
a better path. Remember his actions against 
the students when you are voting today 
through Wednesday; remember his policies 
that benefi t no one but himself. If you truly 
want someone that is for the students, erase 
him from the equation.
Enrique de la Garza III
Junior history major
Letters
Continued from Page 4
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Time: 7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
EC-4 Generalist
EC-4 Bilingual Generalist
Pedagogy & Professional Responsibilities
The deadline to register is Wednesday, April 29th. You will need to 
come by the School of Education to register and pick up your 
admission ticket prior to the Benchmark Test date. If you need further 
information, please contact our Field Experiences Offi ce at 882-5720.
In addition, you are required to bring your UTB ID or Texas Driver’s License, 
scantron sheet and a #2 pencil on the day of the Benchmark Test.
Put on something green and cel-
ebrate Earth Day on Wednesday.
This year’s Earth Day observance 
at UTB/TSC will be sponsored by 
Professional Women Speak and will 
take place from 11:45 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Wednesday in the Education and 
Business Complex’s Salon Cassia. 
“[I] encourage students to attend 
this presentation to become more 
aware of how to be more conscien-
tious about our environment,” said 
Zelma Mata, chair of the Health and 
Human Performance Department 
and Professional Women Speak.
This year’s theme is “Women Tak-
ing the Lead to Save Our Planet.”
“We want to encourage everyone 
to wear green and celebrate Earth 
Day,” Mata said. “Students, employ-
ees and people of the community are 
welcomed.” 
Four presenters will talk about 
their projects on environmental is-
sues: Lucy Guillen, a biologist and 
education director for Sea Turtle 
Inc., South Padre Island; Mary Jane 
Shands, director of the JASON Proj-
ect and associate faculty in the Chem-
istry and Environmental Sciences 
D e p a r t -
m e n t ; 
Alma Leal, 
a profes-
sor in the 
S c h o o l 
Specialties 






e n v i r o n -
mentalist and retired principal of the 
Episcopal Day School in Browns-
ville.
“[Students] can learn very simple 
ways to make a difference every day 
and this includes walking instead 
of driving a car … turning off the 
lights when you leave the building 
or your home, or simpler things like 
unplugging chargers,” Shands said. 
“If you leave your cell phone char-
ger plugged in or your computer 
charger plugged in, it is still using 
energy even though you don’t have 
the device plugged in.”
She said once people start practic-
ing energy conservation, then it be-
comes very easy for them to do.
“Another thing students can do 
is to recycle their plastic bottles on 
campus,” Shands said. “The Depart-
ment of Chemistry and Environmen-
tal Sciences has a recycling program 
on campus. There are also places on 
campus where you can recycle paper 
and that all contributes to the con-
servation of materials and energy for 
everybody.”
Asked what students will learn 
from attending the event, she re-
plied, “It is very likely that you 
will learn something new that will 
enhance your life and enhance the 
lives of others that you love or come 
in contact with.”
Leal will talk about the cat Trap-
Neuter-Return Program at UTB/
TSC, which was begun in Novem-
ber 2003.
“I am also involved in implement-
ing a similar program in Rancho 
Viejo,” Leal said. “So, what I am 
going to promote is TNR programs 
that help to control cat populations 
and also prevent a lot of problems 
associated with cats that people 
complain about, such as noise the 
cats make, the odors, killing of small 
wildlife.”
Attendees are asked to bring their 
own lunch. Soft drinks will be pro-
vided. 
Conservation tips for Earth Day
By Paola Ibarra
Staff Writer
Student leaders will gather to honor fellow organizations 
and the Student Government Association at the Student Lead-
ership Banquet. 
This year’s banquet will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. April 24 
in the Student Union’s Gran Salon. 
Awards to be presented at the banquet are for community 
service, community service project of the year, Scorpion Cir-
cle, academic excellence, adviser of the year, student leader 
of the year and student organization of the year.
Sigma Psi Delta Sorority won the prestigious award of or-
ganization of the year at last year’s banquet. 
Asked how the organization achieved this recognition, Sig-
ma Psi Delta Sorority President Elizabeth  Garza said, “It’s 
being everywhere, always having something to do, being at 
as many campus events as you can and creating awareness 
through student activities.” 
She also shared her enthusiasm for the banquet.
“We’re excited,” Garza said. “It’s a really great chance for 
organizations to shine. It’s a great time to get everyone to-
gether and it’s probably one of the only events where all of 
the organizations will show up and participate.”
Sigma Psi Delta has won organization of the year for the 
last two years and is looking forward to, hopefully, winning 
the award this year as well.
“We’re a little bit nervous,” Garza said.  “We won in 2005, 




• See ‘Banquet,’ Page 16
ON CAMPUSThe Collegian April 20, 2009 • Page 13
• Medical services redeemable with this coupon are:
  • Pap Smears
  • STD Screenings
  • Clinical Breast Exam
• We accept Medicaid, Medicare, Texas Women’s Health    
   Program, and Private Insurance.
Call to schedule an appointment!
Expiration Date: 6/30/09
COL-1
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Name: Student Chapter of the Association 
of Computing Machinery (ACM) at The 
University of Texas at Brownsville.
Purpose: To promote the knowledge 
of computing machinery and software, 
provide community service in the computer 
and information sciences areas, compete in 
professional programming competitions, 
and in general provide the services offered 
by the National Association of Computing 
Machinery.
Established: October 2002
President:  René Soriano
Vice President: Pablo Quintanilla
Secretary: Carissa Meade
Treasurer: Mahmood Al-Haddad
Web Master: David Rivera
Faculty Advisor: Katherine de la Vega
Community Service:  Computer 
diagnostics, High School Recruitment, 
Workshops, etc.
Meetings: from 5 to 5:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays in SET-B 1.508. 
Requirements: Open to all full- and part-
time students. 
For more information: send an e-mail 
to acm.brownsville@utb.edu or visit the 
organization’s Web site at http://orange.utb.
edu/acmbrownsville/. 
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
 Clubspotlight
Members of the Association of Computing Machinery include (front row, from left): Humberto Davila, Yetlanezi 
Molina and Heriberto Reynoso. Back row: Victor Vielma, Fabián Escorcia, Valentín Rangel, Web Master David 
Rivera, Tomás Martínez, President René Soriano, adviser Katherine de la Vega, Treasurer Mahmood Al-
Haddad, Gisela Hinojosa, Rafael García, Joel Alaffa and Mark Plata.
COURTESY PHOTO
Name: Café Literario
Purpose: To work on the intellectual 
development of its members and to 
strengthen their individual habit of 
reading and analyzing literary works.
Established: September 2008
President: Sigrid Andrea Razo




Events: Participated in the Big Read 
project and sponsored the presentation of 
the book, “Itineransias”
Meetings: at 6 p.m. every Tuesday 
in Student Union’s Salon Gardenia.
Requirements: UTB/TSC students, staff, 
faculty.
For more information: contact Salazar 
at 882-7983 or send an e-mail to aragelia.
salazar@utb.edu.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your student 
organization featured in the Club 
Spotlight, call Collegian reporter Paola 
Ibarra at 882-5143 or send an e-mail at 
collegian@utb.edu. 
Members of Café Literario include (front row, from left) Vice President Edgar Lopez, President Sigrid Andrea 
Razo, Secretary Aracely Alvarez and adviser Aragelia Salazar. Back row: Treasurer Alberto Castillo, Maria Luisa 
Meade, Rodrigo Gomez Villalpando and Janie Llanas. 
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It’s a busy week for the Scorpions as they 
gear up for their last games of the season.
At 6 p.m. Tuesday, they will take on Rio 
Grande Valley rival University of Texas-
Pan American (7-38) at the Edinburg 
Baseball Stadium in the second time the 
two teams meet on the diamond. On April 
8, the Broncs routed the Scorpions 15-2.
For the final home game of the season, 
fans are invited to come support the 
Scorpions at 4 p.m. Sunday in Scorpion 
Field. The Scorpions (26-24 in season, 
9-3 Red River Athletic Conference) will 
take on the University of Houston-Victoria 
Jaguars (21-11).
The Jaguars have been a constant fixture 
in the Scorpion schedule this season, and 
the two teams were 2-2 heading into this 
weekend, when the Scorpions visited the 
Victoria team in their last out-of-Valley 
games of the season.
Head Coach Bryan Aughney talked about 
his expectations for the games against the 
Jaguars.
“We’ve got to go out and compete, those 
are semi-important games, they’re our only 
common opponent a lot of times with the 
other teams in our conference,” Aughney 
said. “But we just gotta go out, control, 
play well and see what happens.”
The Scorpions currently lead the RRAC 
South Division with a 9-3 record. In the 
North Division, Northwood University 
leads with a 10-2 record. As of press time 
Thursday, seeds for the RRAC conference 
tournament had not yet been determined.
Last Tuesday, the Scorpions dusted off 
the Texas A&M International University 
Dustdevils 6-0. The loss dropped the 
Laredo team to 15-27.
The victory was bittersweet, however, as 
it was one of the last home games for four 
seniors and an outgoing junior: shortstop 
Jose Guerra, second baseman Scott 
Price, right fielder Jacob Yousif, pitcher 
Antonio Lerma Jr. and left fielder Ryan 
MacDonald.
Noe Gonzales, who has been a student 
assistant since Spring 2008 after playing 
with the Scorpions in 2006 and 2007, was 
also honored.
The UTB/TSC team stole the show from 
the get-go.
At the top of the first, freshman pitcher 
Dennis Ortiz kicked off his stellar 
performance of the night by holding the 
Dustdevils scoreless. At the bottom of 
second, with two outs, two strikes and 
two players on base, Yousif tripled to deep 
right field, allowing center fielder Jorge 
Camorlinga and Walter Blume III, who 
was pinch running for catcher Gilberto 
Puente, to score.
In the second inning, Ortiz kept the mojo 
he would maintain for most of the game and 
left the Dustdevils hitless and scoreless.
At the bottom of the second, the 
Scorpions ran up the score to 5-0.
First, left fielder Matt Warner singled to 
center, allowing Price to reach second base 
and Guerra to run into home. Then, Puente 
singled to deep left, batting in Price and 
Warner.
Throughout the middle innings, the 
Dustdevil defense stepped up, keeping 
the Scorpions scoreless. Unfortunately for 
them, their offense could not do the same, 
and they remained scoreless for the rest of 
the game.
To drive the final nail in their opponents’ 
coffin, the Scorpions earned one last run 
in the bottom of seventh. The run was 
courtesy of Warner reaching home on a 
single by MacDonald.
It is the second time this season that the 
Scorpions blank the Dustdevils. On March 
31, the Scorpions visited Texas A&M 
International and routed the local team 10-
0.
The outgoing players all talked about 
their most memorable experiences with the 
Scorpions.
“There’s been a lot of good experiences,” 
Price said. “First year, we had top season, 
same with the second year, we had a lot 
of success, and then making the playoffs 
last year was awesome. We didn’t win the 
tournament, but we’re hoping to win it this 
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Scott Price Jacob Yousif Ryan MacDonald Jose Guerra Antonio Lerma, Jr.
Scorpions to host Jaguars in last home game of season
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
Diego Lerma/CoLLegian Photos
• See ‘Baseball,’ Next Page
UTB/TSC will conduct open 
tryouts for its women’s soccer 
team at 9 a.m. Saturday at the 
Brownsville Sports Park.
 “We want to make sure 
we get the best players,” said 
Women’s Soccer Head Coach 
Nik Barjaktarevic.
Asked what kind of players he 
was looking for, Barjaktarevic 
replied: “Overall, we’re looking 
for complete players that are 
fit, athletic, obviously possess 
technical skills and are good 
in character. We’re not really 
looking at any specific positions, 
and we don’t recruit specifically 
for positions, but we try to put in 
the player that we like, depending 
on what the team needs, so we’ll 
fit them into what is the best form 
for the team overall.”
The soccer team plans to return 
13 of its 17 players for the 2009 
season.
Leaving the roster are defender/
midfielder Rochelle Bryan, 
midfielder Milica Mihajlovic 
and midfielder/forward Olivia 
Gaytan. The team’s only senior, 
midfielder Anais Gonzalez, will 
also leave the team.
Besides holding open tryouts, 
Barjaktarevic will bolster his 
squad with this semester’s 
signings. As of press time 
Thursday, the team had drafted 
Abigail Moreno, from Donna; 
Melissa Moreno,  Harlingen; 
Leah Russell, Oakville, Ontario, 
Canada; and Jodie Hunter, Bately, 
England.
Registration for the tryouts 
is $25. The Brownsville Sports 
Park is located on the east side 
of the Merryman Road exit on 
Expressway 77/83. For more 
information, call Barjaktarevic at 
882-7385. 
Women’s soccer tryouts 
are set for Saturday
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
Courtesy/CamPus reCreation
2009 Soccer Intramural Champions
Co-rec Champion
Los Conchos
The team is composed of: 
Alejandra Delgado, Tomas 
Alvarado, Raul Alvarado, 
Marianela Villarreal, Hernandez, 
Yessika Iracheta, Marco Correa, 
Samantha I. Garcia, Jorge Paez, 




The team is composed of Josue 
Carrillo, Raul Rubio, Manuel 
Rubio, Anur Iracheta, Jorge 
Hernandez, Jorge Martinez,Sergio 
Martinez, Miguel Hinojosa, Hugo 
Resendez and Mario Canales.
http://blue.utb.edu/
collegian
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year.”
Lerma and MacDonald’s 
memorable moment was also the 
Red River Athletic Conference 
tournament.
Yousif said the entire experience 
was memorable.
“It’s all been pretty fun,” he said. 
“Starting a new NAIA program 
was exciting, just playing with the 
guys is always great. Coming out 
to the field every day is the best 
part of it.”
Guerra, who transferred this 
year from RRAC rival Paul Quinn 
College, talked about ending his 
senior year with the Scorpions.
“Just to be able to have an 
opportunity to start on a winning 
team, it’s basically everything I 
could ask for,” he said. “Especially 
for my senior year, just to be able to 
be part of a winning organization, 
coaches that care and players who 
have your back, it’s been an honor 
to play here.”
Gonzales, who has been with the 
team the longest, said this season 
was the most memorable.
“This year’s probably been the 
best and the most memorable, 
because we got a winning season 
finally, we got a bunch of great kids, 
and I’m not a player anymore,” he 
said. “I’m watching it through the 
coaches’ eyes, so you learn a lot 
more doing it this way than as a 
player.” 
The players said they all would 
encourage the teammates they 
leave behind to continue working 
hard and living their collegiate 
careers without regret.
Aughney praised his outgoing 
players.
“[Guerra has] been in a few 
programs, I think he really found a 
place that he likes in our university, 
in our program,” he said. “He’s 
a great addition to our team; he’s 
played shortstop about 85 percent 
of the time for us. … We’re very 
fortunate to have him and I thank 
him for coming down.”
About Lerma, “He’s been great 
for us last year as a starter, early 
this year as a starter and now kind 
of in the closer type role for us, 
he’s been doing very well. He’s a 
great guy to have in our program. 
He’s a left-hander, which makes it 
really nice for us, but his services 
are going to be missed, along with 
Jose’s.”
Aughney said MacDonald has a 
couple of coaching opportunities 
in Canada.
“He’ll be missed; he’s a force 
offensively in our lineup, and a 
great outfielder for us everyday,” 
he said.
Aughney praised the leadership 
of Price and Yousif.
“Both Scott Price and Jacob 
Yousif both came here before my 
first year here,” he said. “This is 
their third year in the program at the 
university and they’re going to be 
missed a ton, both their leadership 
on the field and off the field and 
what they do for us offensively and 
defensively. They’re both great 
character guys, they know what 
hard work is and they’re going to 
be missed.”
About Gonzales, he said, “He 
does a lot of behind-the-scenes 
work for both of us, for myself, 
for Coach [Joe] Carnahan, which 
is great for us and we can’t thank 
him enough for the devotion that 
he’s given to our program knowing 
he’d rather be out there playing, 
but he likes the coaching side of 
things, too.”
The coach concluded by saying 
that the players laid the foundation 
for the program.
“When we continue to get better 
and, hopefully, become a national 
powerhouse, I thank them for 
everything they’ve done and wish 
them nothing but the best,” he 
said.
Continued from previous page
Freshman biology major Nathaniel Garcia holds on to senior environmental science 
major Pavel Valeholamor as freshman psychology major Helen Wagstaff places a 
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this effort to recover this lease money 
that is owed and also to increase it going 
forward.” 
The rider requests for an appropriation of 
$17 million in general revenue in Fiscal Year 
2010 to UT-Brownsville for compensating 
TSC for value received by UTB under 
the partnership agreement, according 
to lease of facilities request documents. 
Requested is an additional $4 million in 
general revenue per year of the biennium 
to UT-Brownsville for an adjustment of 
contractual lease payments to TSC.
Tony Zavaleta, interim provost and vice 
president for External Affairs, said the $17 
million was determined by a “calculation 
over 17 years or so of lease payments.”
“UTB/TSC has contended all along for 
numerous sessions that TSC was being 
underpaid,” Zavaleta told The Collegian. 
“We felt all along that the revenues from 
the treasury … received by TSC from the 
state were underpaying the actual cost.”
Ben Reyna, special assistant to the 
provost, said it will take a collective effort 
among offi cials to correct the problem.
“It’s a situation that requires both sides to 
work it out and the Legislature to fund the 
full amount so that it gets restored,” Reyna 
told The Collegian in a telephone interview 
Thursday. 
If the request is approved by the 
Legislature, Oliveira said the funds would 
be “unrestricted,” which means the funds 
could be allocated to “help various auxiliary 
programs” at the university.
PUF bill up in smoke?
University and legislative offi cials say 
the effort to include UT-Brownsville as a 
recipient of monies from the Permanent 
University Fund has come to a standstill.
On March 13, Oliveira (D-Brownsville) 
fi led House Bill 4608, which omits UT-
Brownsville from receiving any allocations 
from the Higher Education Assistance 
Fund.
That same day, Sen. Eddie Lucio Jr. (D-
Brownsville) fi led Senate Joint Resolution 
53, which proposes a constitutional 
amendment to entitle UT-Brownsville to 
participate in the income and other benefi ts 
of the PUF and omits the university from 
the HEAF. 
Giving UT-Brownsville part of the PUF 
allocation would require a referendum by 
taxpaying districts throughout the state. If 
the amendment is not approved by voters, 
HB 4608 will not take effect, according to 
the bill.  
Reyna said no action has been taken on 
either bill to date.
David Oliveira said UT System offi cials 
are focused on aiding the University of 
Texas Medical Branch at Galveston, which 
was tremendously damaged by Hurricane 
Ike last summer.
He said the UT System is facing a crisis 
in Galveston because the medical campus 
was destroyed and is in need of hundreds 
of millions of dollars for repairs.
“We just felt that timing probably wasn’t 
great this session to saddle them with trying 
to include us into the PUF and we just felt 
that timing wasn’t right to go after that this 
session,” David Oliveira said.
The PUF is a public endowment that 
was established in the Texas Constitution 
of 1876 through appropriations of land 
grants previously given to the University of 
Texas at Austin and is managed by the UT 
System board of regents, which determines 
and distributes the funds among each PUF 
institution. PUF monies are used only for 
capital improvements.
Currently, UT-Brownsville and UT-
Pan American are the only UT System 
components that do not receive money 
from the PUF. The institutions do, 
however, receive  HEAF money, which 
is automatically appropriated by the 
state treasury and is used for capital 
expenditures.
The annual appropriation for HEAF 
in Fiscal Year 2008 was $262.5 million, 
according to the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board online documents. Of 
that amount, UTB/TSC received about $5 
million.
The UT System board of regents approved 
the distribution of $449 million in the PUF 
for the fi scal year ending Aug. 31, 2008.
 Tony Gray, legislative director for Rep. 
Oliveira, said UTB/TSC offi cials have not 
asked Oliveira to proceed with HB 4608. 
PUF
Continued from Page 1
2007 and 2008, and this is my last year 
so it would really be great for the girls 
and I to win that award. Everyone’s 
worked really hard to win that award 
and I congratulate whoever gets it.” 
There is more to the banquet than just 
recognizing student organizations.
“The other half of the banquet is for 
the Student Government Association,” 
said David Mariscal, director of Stu-
dent Life. “During the student govern-
ment part of it, they have the outgoing 
president come up and say some words 
recognizing the accomplishments of the 
SGA over the past year and then they 
call each of the current members up to 
give them a certifi cate of appreciation. 
Then the chief justice comes up and 
swears in the new SGA president and 
offi cers and senators.”
State Rep. Tara Rios-Ybarra will be 
the keynote speaker.  According to Mar-
iscal, her speech will consist of learning 
how to lead in order to serve.
All student organizations are invited 
to the banquet and are allowed fi ve free 
tickets, four for members and one for 
an adviser. Tickets are available at the 
Offi ce of Student Life in Student Union 
2.10. The last day to pick up tickets is 
Wednesday. Additional tickets may be 
requested once all organizations have 
acquired their tickets. 
Banquet
Continued from Page 12
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Un foro de discusión acerca de 
las dificultades que enfrentan los 
migrantes, y la importancia de 
obtener educación, formó parte 
de la Semana Nacional de los 
Trabajadores del Campo en UTB/
TSC.
El debate tuvo lugar el día 2 
de abril y cerca de 40 personas 
asistieron al evento en el Salón 
Cassia del edificio de Educación y 
Negocios (EDBC).  
Las personas que integraron 
el foro fueron Enriqueta Ramos, 
profesora del departamento de 
Lenguas Modernas; Milagro 
Hernández, asistente de la 
biblioteca y migrante; y Nora 
Amador y María Martínez, 
ex alumnas del Programa de 
Asistencia Universitario para 
Migrantes (C.A.M.P.)
Ramos, activista y quien 
trabajó con el líder laboral Cesar 
Chávez, describió algunas de las 
dificultades que los migrantes 
enfrentan en el campo.
“Ellos no tenían agua limpia en 
los campos, ellos no tenían baño, 
ellos no tenían muchas cosas que 
nosotros sabemos deberían tener 
ahí”, dijo. “… Muchas veces 
los aviones volaban y rociaban 
pesticidas sobre ellos mientras 
trabajaban”.  
Al preguntarle por el nivel 
de consciencia que el público 
posee acerca de la situación de 
los migrantes, Amador contestó: 
“La concientización comienza 
con nosotros; con cada una de las 
personas que han trabajado en el 
campo o que tiene parientes que 
han trabajado en el campo, o en 
cualquier tipo de trabajo en el que 
tú ves la capacidad de esa persona 
pero… ellos no lo ven por sí 
mismos. Es nuestro trabajo como 
ciudadanos ayudar a estas personas 
a que vean un futuro prometedor 
para ellos mismos”.
Amador pidió que las personas 
hagan consciencia preguntándose, 
“¿A dónde quiero llegar? ¿Quién 
quiero ser? ¿Quiero ayudar a niños 
como estos? ¿Quiero que esto 
continúe?”
Martínez dijo que se debería 
incrementar la consciencia en el 
público llevando migrantes a las 
escuelas y universidades para que 
compartan sus experiencias.  
Hernández relató su experiencia 
como trabajadora migrante y 
estudiante universitaria, y como 
su hermana la animó a terminar 
su carrera. También alentó a 
los estudiantes hispanos a que 
permanezcan en la escuela.
“Asegúrate de que seas 
independiente, nunca sabes que 
pueda pasar en el futuro”, dijo.
Hilda Silva, vice-rectora de 
Asuntos Estudiantiles, habló de 
su experiencia como migrante 
y miembro de C.A.M.P., el cual 
promueve el éxito académico y 
retención de estudiantes migrantes 
en la universidad mediante los 
servicios de intervención de la 
universidad, de acuerdo al folleto 
del evento.
“Tengo muy bonitos recuerdos 
de esos tiempos porque era un 
período en el que todos estábamos 
juntos”, dijo Silva.
Describió a las familias 
migrantes como muy unidas por 
que tienen que trabajar juntos por 
muchas horas.
Silva alentó a los estudiantes 
a continuar con el programa y 
a influenciar a sus hermanos a 
permanecer en la universidad y así 
terminar su licenciatura.
“Ustedes tienen la oportunidad 
de cambiar sus vidas y las vidas de 
las familias en este mundo”, dijo.
Después del debate, mostraron 
un cortometraje titulado “Children 
in the Fields”. El corto, producido 
por la Asociación de Programas de 
Desarrollo para los Trabajadores 
del Campo, presenta a varios niños 
que cuentan sus experiencias, así 
como sus metas y aspiraciones 
para el futuro.
La Semana Nacional de los 
Trabajadores del Campo fue 
auspiciada por el Programa de 
Asistencia Universitario para 
Migrantes (C.A.M.P.) de UTB/
TSC, la organización estudiantil 
C.A.M.P. y la oficina de la Decana 
de Estudiantes. 




María Martínez (segunda de derecha), ex alumna del Programa de Asistencia 
Universitario para Migrantes (C.A.M.P.), explica cómo logró triunfar en la vida durante 
un foro de discusión acerca de las dificultades que enfrentan los trabajadores del campo 
que inmigran al país. El debate fue parte de la celebración de la Semana Nacional de los 
Trabajadores del Campo. También aparecen (de izquierda) Enriqueta Ramos, profesora 
del departamento de Lenguas Modernas; Nora Amador, ex alumna de C.A.M.P.; y Milagro 
Hernández, asistente de la biblioteca. 
Robert Morales, estudiante de educación de tercer año, observa la obra “Chip off the Ol’ Block” de Carlos 
Garcés durante la ceremonia de apertura de la exhibición anual de arte “Artopia”, el jueves en el Gran Salón 
del edificio Unión Estudiantil. La exposición, auspiciada por la Unión Estudiantil, se compone de 22 trabajos, 
la mayoría de estudiantes de arte de UTB/TSC. Aproximadamente 90 personas asistieron a la ceremonia. La 
exposición estará abierta hasta el mediodía del 17 de abril. Diana Torres ganó el premio de Mejor Obra con 
“Self-Portrait”, Melina M. Martínez ganó Mejor Obra Tridimensional con “Wings” y Adriana Cisneros ganó Mejor 
Obra Dimensional con “La Catrina”.  
rebekah S. gómez/FotoS CoLLegian
Estudio de arteReconocimientos: Scorpion Scholars y Early Medical School Acceptance Program
Pasatiempos: “Me gusta leer, el ciclismo y ver 
películas”.
Actividades extracurriculares: “Soy Scorpion 
Ambassador”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Ser doctora y graduarme 
é ingresar a la escuela de Galveston”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de la universidad, 
qué harías? “Que fuera más grande, y que 
más estudiantes estuvieran involucrados en la 
escuela”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad? “Su arquitectura 
es muy bonita”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los estudiantes de nuevo 
ingreso? “Que se involucraran más en sus estudios 
y no lo dejen para el último [momento]”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los estudiantes para 
estudiar en un examen? “Prepararse varios días 
antes y hacer tus propias notas en clase. Eso te 
ayuda a recordar lo que aprendiste”.
Anécdota: “La semana pasada intercambié los 
días de clases. Los lunes tengo clase de biología 
y los martes la clase de literatura. Como se me 
cambiaron los días, entré a la clase de literatura 
pensando que era biología. Entré y toda la clase 
se me quedó viendo y pedí disculpas y me regresé 
toda roja”.
--Recopilado por Paola Ibarra
de hoy




Ciudad natal: Leesburg, Fla. 
Promedio: 3.49
Especialidad: Biología
Clasificación: Estudiante de primer año
Si estás a punto de graduarte, asiste al taller de información sobre como tramitar un permiso de trabajo 
post-graduación (Optical Practicum Training, o OPT) a las 3 p.m. este viernes en Salón Jacaranda 
del edificio Unión Estudiantil. El taller es auspiciado por el departamento de Servicios Multiculturales/
Internacionales. Para mayores informes, manda un correo electrónico a aragelia.salazar@utb.edu.
Aviso importante para estudiantes internacionales:
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PHONE: 542-1941 FAX: 542-8104
EMAIL: lcbtltd@rgv.rr.com
Present this coupon and your 
Sting Card ID for a Student Discount!
Game Warden VI/Recruiter Royce Wells, of the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, speaks with 
Anastasia Lawrence, a lecturer in the Criminal 
Justice Department, about the job opportunities the 
department offers during Wednesday’s recruitment 
fair in the Endowment Courtyard. The event, which 
featured city, county, state, federal and private 





A 22-year-old former UTB/TSC student 
has been arraigned on charges of aggravated 
assault and driving while intoxicated in 
connection with an alleged attack on a 
female student April 13.
Magistrate Judge Luis V. Saenz arraigned 
Rafael Cabido on Tuesday and set his bond 
at $7,500 on the aggravated assault charge, 
a second-degree felony, and at $2,500 on 
the DWI charge, a class B misdemeanor.
Cabido was released from the Carrizales-
Rucker Detention Center on the same day 
after posting bond.
According to the probable cause affi davit, 
while the student was exiting her vehicle 
in Lot AB in front of the Education and 
Business Complex, a man assaulted her by 
striking her several times on the left side of 
the head and face with a closed fi st.
After she was struck, the man drove away 
in a Ford Expedition. The victim called 
Campus Police and was able to provide 
them with a description of the vehicle and 
license plate number, according to the 
police report. 
“When we got there she was inside her 
vehicle, crying,” Campus Police Offi cer 
Mario Martinez said. “A little later on in the 
morning, we were able to fi nd the vehicle 




Pulido said the 
woman told 
police she did not 
know the man.
“According to 
the victim, she 
doesn’t know 
him, never met 
him,” Pulido said. 
“It’s just a random act.”
The man was found half an hour later 
on International Boulevard near the Fort 
Brown Auditorium. 
“We took him over for her to identify and 
she said it was the same person,” Martinez 
said.
The woman suffered bruising and 
swelling in the face, as well a small 
laceration under the left eye.
According to UTB/TSC Admissions 
Director Rene Villarreal, Cabido was 
enrolled as a freshman in Spring 2006 and 
Spring 2007. He registered for the Spring 
2008 semester but did not attend, Villarreal 
said.   
Staff writer Julianna Sosa contributed to 
this report.




Junior education major Fernando Hernandez, a 
veteran, prepares a hamburger during Wednesday’s 
Veterans Upward Bound fundraiser at the Gazebos. 
The event raised about $900 for the National 
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BARGAIN FURNITURE
6PC KING SIZE @ $1,799.99
$299.99
FREE 3PC TABLE




Also available in brown
FREE GIFT TO ALL CURRENT UTB/TSC STUDENTS & STAFF
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